
SAVE THE DATE!!!
The Joint Meeting of:

The Southern Association of Forensic Scientists

The MidAtlantic Association of Forensic Scientists

The Midwestern Association of Forensic Scientists

The Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists

October 18-23, 2009

at the Wyndham Orlando Resort



Joint Forensic Association Meeting 2009   Orlando, Florida

Program Chair- Desirée A. Reid  (SAFS)  NJSP East Regional lab

desireeareid@att.net

Social Chair- Emily Booth-Varan (SAFS)  FDLE regional lab, Orlando                                  

EmilyVaran@fdle.state.fl.us

Vendor Liaison- Nancy Ludwigsen (SAFS) Sarasota Cty. Sheriffôs Office

nludwigs@scgov.net

DNA/ Molecular Biology Chair- Jason Hitt (SAFS)  FDLE regional lab, Jacksonville

JasonHitt@fdle.state.fl.us

Drug Chemistry/ Toxicology Chair- Mike Healy (SAFS)  Manatee Cty Sheriffôs Dept. Lab                             

Mike.Healy@manateesheriff.com

Fire Debris Chair- Ray Kuk (MAAFS)  ATF lab

Raymond.J.Kuk@usdoj.gov

General Section Chair- Bill Chapin (MAFS)  McCrone Associates

wchapin@mccrone.com

Questioned Documents Chair- Brea Fisher (MAAFS)  FBI lab

Brea.Fisher@ic.fbi.gov

Trace Evidence Chair- Cassandra Burke (MAFS, MAAFS)  Baltimore County Lab

cburke@baltimorecountymd.gov



Schedule of Events, October 17-October 23, 2009

SATURDAY, 10/17

American Board of Criminalistics Board of Directors and Exam 

Committee Meeting from 8am to 5pm

SUNDAY, 10/18

Workshops from 8am-5pm 

MONDAY, 10/19

Workshops from 8am-5pm

TUESDAY, 10/20

Workshops from 8am-5pm 

ABC exam offering  1pm-5pm

Vendors open their doors 5pm-9pm

Poster session in vendor area 6pm-8pm

Vendor Reception in the ballroom 7pm-9pm

ABC 20th Anniversary Celebration 9pm-11pm   (Invitation Only!)



WEDNESDAY 10/21

Plenary Session  8:30am-12 noon   Chuck Heurich- NIJ,  Cheryl Ehorn-

Varian, Dr. Melinda Merck, DVM  Keynote Speaker

Banquet lunch 12 noon-1:30pm

Individual Forensic Association business meetings  1:30pm-3:30pm

Banquet dinner 6pm-9pm

THURSDAY, 10/22

Section paper presentations  8am-12 noon, resume 2pm-5pm

Vendors open 7am-1pm

Lunch on own  12 noon-1:30pm

Dinner on own 6pm

Dance party  (80ôs theme)  8pm-11pm

FRIDAY, 10/23

Section paper presentations  8am-12noon

Schedule continued



We are partnering with Continental Airlines for flight 

discounts.  Book online to save the $15 processing fee.  

It is recommended 
that workshop 
presenters do not 
make flight 
arrangements before 
September 27 in case 
their workshop is 
cancelled.  We will not 
reimburse for 
cancelled workshops.
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Early Registration cut off date is : FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2009 !

RegistrationFees: Youmustbeamemberofoneofthefour(4)participatingforensicassociationstobeeligibleforthememberrate!

Before09/ 04/ 09 After09/ 04/ 09

Memberrate $175 $225

Non-memberrate $225 $275

Studentrate $100 $150

WORKSHOPFEES: (fulldayworkshopsincludelunch)

Halfday(4hours)rates: Member$50,Non-member$75

Fullday(8hours)rates: Member$100,Non-member$125

Twofull dayrates: Member$200,Non-member$240

If pre-registrationfor a workshopdoesnotmeetminimumattendanceto coverthe costsassociated,the workshopwill becancelledfour(4) weeksprior.

Notificationsandrefundswill bemadebytheProgramChairand/orthePlanningCommittee

Seeworkshoplistlaterinpresentationforthetitlesandpresenters!

Call For Papers & Posters CUT OFF DATE IS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2009 !!

Papers must be at least 15 minutes in presentation length and poster presenters must be present at their poster
from 6pm to 8pm on Tuesday night to qualify for the discounted registration rate



Listed below are some of the benefits of using Avis Meeting and Group Sales: 

We also have partnered with Avis to provide affordable car rental rates for 

those who choose to rent a car and see more of Orlando!

Some of the benefits of using Avis Group and Meeting Sales are:

1. Dedicated meeting specialist- this person will work with us for fast and 

friendly service.

2. Site rates are available for special location preview

3. Where2- portable GPS system available which gives point to point 

visual and audio directions

4. Avis Chauffeur Drive- allows you to reserve a personal chauffeur with

each vehicle which saves time and money when in an unfamiliar city.

5. Avis Connect- portable wireless internet that allows up to 10 people to 

connect at the same time.

Use this address for direct access to avis.com to make your car rental 

reservation.  The Avis Worldwide Discount will autofill to provide the 

best available rate:

https://www.avis.com/AvisWeb/reservations/ReservationsInitializer?&AWD_

Number=G028272

https://www.avis.com/AvisWeb/reservation/ReservationsInitializer?&AWD_NUMBER=G028272


Only $99 a night!  (does not include hotel imposed $7.50 facility fee per 

nite)

ACCOMMODATIONS

We have secured a block of rooms at the Wyndham Orlando Resort at a rate of 

$99 plus $7.50 facility fee/ night.  The rates are available from Friday 10/16 to 

Sunday 10/25.  There is an extra person charge of $20.  Please call 1-(800) 

421-8001 and mention SAFS for the discounted rate.  The current local/ state 

taxes are 12.5% and the reservation cut-off date is September 15, 2009.  

Individual room cancellations will be accepted up to 72 hours prior to arrival.  

Check in time is 4:00pm and Check out time is 11:00 am.



Amenities Description

Airport shuttle                             round trip $30/ one way $18 pp

Bellhop

Business Center services

Car rental desk                            Hertz on property, ext. 7866

Cocktails and food                      Augustineôs Grill

Coffee/ tea                                   makers in each room

Computer rental                          $200 per day

Concierge

Doctor on call                             $166 per house call

Dry cleaning                               available except Sundays

Express check in and out



Handicap parking

Late check out

Laundry/ valet service                 $2 per load

Local calls and faxes

Newspaper

Parking

Room service

Wake up calls

Welcome gift



SAFS Current President
Tammy Jergovich

GBI Dept. of Forensic Sciences

Tammy.Jergovich@gbi.state.ga.us

MAAFS Current President
Gregg Mokrzycki

FBI

gregg.mokrzycki@ic.fbi.gov

MAFS Current President
Scott Stoeffler

McCrone Associates

sstoeffler@mccrone.com

SWAFS  Current President  and Contact Person (Past President)
Brad Rogers- Past President

Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation

bradr@osbi.state.ok.us

Michelle OôNeal

Tarrant County Medical Examinerôs Office

doneal@TarantCounty.com

As of May 2009

mailto:Tammy.Jergovich@gbi.state.ga.us
mailto:gregg.mokrzycki@ic.fbi.gov
mailto:sstoeffler@mccrone.com
mailto:bradr@osbi.state.ok.us


Full day workshop presenters will get a complimentary standard room

the night before and the day(s) of the workshop. 

For half day workshops, we will offer one night paid, either the day of

or the day before their workshop.  All workshop presenters will get their

meeting fee waived.  See the workshop form and contract form for more

information.

Paper and poster presenters will get their meeting fee reduced.  See 

Call for Papers/ Posters for the requirements.

The workshop costs are the responsibility of all attendees.  If a 

workshop presenter would like to attend a workshop other than 

their own, the fee associated must be paid.

The meeting fee (non-student) will include attendance at the 

Plenary Session, all section paper and posters, the luncheon, the 

dinner banquet and the closing festivities dance party. 



We have completed the extensive workshop list.  The topics will include: 

DEA Chemist workshops, hair, microanalysis, DNA, entomology 

combined with anthropology, cosmetics chemistry and explosives .  Our 

questioned documents chair has some interesting workshops dealing with 

charred documents and famous fraudulent signatures.

Please contact the appropriate Section Chair if you have an idea for

a paper or poster.

Each association will be given a room to conduct their association 

business meetings on Wednesday afternoon.

The Papers/ Posters form and ALL Workshop forms have all been 

revised.  Please download the .pdf version of each for the most up to 

date information.
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Workshops for Joint Forensic Association Meeting

GC/MS Structural Elucidation- Bob Ollis Analysis of Low Explosives- Ed Bender Analysis of Low Explosives- Ed Bender

DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY  8H FIRE DEBRIS & EXPLOSIVES  8H FIRE DEBRIS & EXPLOSIVES  8H

Building Materials- Bill Schneck Building Materials- Bill Schneck Natural Fibers Exam- Lee Brun-Conti & Amy 

TRACE EVIDENCE  8H TRACE EVIDENCE  8H Michaud TRACE EVIDENCE 8H

Application in Forensic Genetics, Science and Stat-DEA Drug Chemist Seminar-Tom Blackwell & Combined Forensic Entomology and

Statistics behind Y-STR - John Planz Jerry Walker Anthropology Workshop- Dr. Jason Byrd &

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY           8H  DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY 8H Dr. Erin Kimmerle GENERAL SECTION  8H

Gizmos and Gadgets: Tricks of the Trade TBA Body Fluid Screening with the HyLiter- IFI*

Thom Hopen TRACE EVIDENCE 8H DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY    8H Technologies  MOLECULAR BIOLOGY  8H

Fluorescein Technique for Bloodstains- Fluorescein Technique for Bloodstains- Advances in Analytical Techniques for Analy

Pamela McInnis & David Rossi Pamela McInnis & David Rossi sis of Drugs of Abuse- Agilent *      

GENERAL SECTION  8H GENERAL SECTION  8H DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY    4H

End Use Classification of Glass by r  and Lubricants Exam - Jamey Adams & Jeff Drake Garbage Bag Examinations- Ted Schwartz

MicroXray Fluorescence Spectroscopy TRACE EVIDENCE 8H TRACE EVIDENCE 4H

Ted Berman & Scott Ryland   

TRACE EVIDENCE    4H Charred Documents- Gabe Watts Timely Topics- Jerry Walker

QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS    4H DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY    8H

Imaging Workflow for Document Examiners Sports Memorabilia Fraudulent Signatures- Basic LC/MS/MS- Applied Biosystems*

George Reis  QUESTIONED DOC.   4H Pete Belcastro QUESTIONED DOC.  4H DRUG ANALYSIS/ TOXICOLOGY  4H

Introduction to ISO 17025 & Measurement Hair Examination for DNA Analysts- Max Cosmetics Chemistry - Perry Romanowski

Uncertainty- Bill Tilstone Houck    MOLECULAR BIOLOGY  8H TRACE EVIDENCE 4H

GENERAL SECTION   8H

Hands-on Hyperspectral Imaging- Rebecca Schuler

GENERAL SECTION  4H *

DNA Identifications for Missing Persons and 

Disasters- Mike Hennessey  GeneCodes*

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY                   4H



Abstracts for some of the workshops   (for those received as of 05/09)

Implementation of Lubricant Analysis in Sexual Assault Casework Jeffrey Dake and Jamey Adams, USACIL

Lubricants have been encountered in sexual assault crimes in many facets.  Lubricants may be used to facilitate an act, be present in the background 

of samples, or be transferred due to the use of lubricated condoms.  This workshop will provide a basis for the incorporationof lubricant analysis 

into current laboratory systems with a minimal investment on the part of the laboratory.  Students will be provided background information on the 

types of samples that are typically encountered in lubricant analyses, including commercial sexual lubricants, improvised lubricants, and condoms.  

The course will include such topics as the recognition and collection of lubricant materials as evidence - including strategies to account for 

background materials, techniques for the extraction of lubricant materials, and analytical schema.  Students will also be introduced to methods of 

data interpretation, analytical conclusions and the limitations of these exams.  The workshop will conclude with a roundtablediscussion of future 

needs in this area of analysis and potential areas for research and development.  It is recommended that students have a background in FT-IR and 

GC/MS analyses and data interpretation.

Forensic Building Materials Bill Schneck, Microvision Northwest-Forensic Consulting, Inc.

The classwill consistof a systematicanalysisof building materialscommonlyencounteredin microanalysiscasework. The classwill cover the

compositionof cement/concrete,gypsumproducts,fibrousandnon-fibrousinsulationproducts,woodandwoodcomposites,andarchitecturalpaint

extenders. Theparticlecharacterizationapproachwill beemployedwith emphasisin stereo-binocularmicroscopyandpolarizedlight microscopy.

The courseis intendedfor criminalistsperformingtraceevidenceanalysis. Firearmsexaminerswith a microscopybackgroundmay alsofind the

courseuseful. Miniature walls/ceilings/floorshavebeenshot,and the bulletscollectedfor a practicalexaminationin determiningwhich bullets

passedthroughwhich structure.

The Forensic Examination of Plastic Garbage Bags Ted R. Schwartz, Westchester County Forensic Laboratory

Occasionally the Forensic Scientist is asked to compare one or more plastic garbage bags found at a crime scene to bags in anexemplar box of 

garbage bags. Fortunately, garbage bags possess several class characteristics that can be observed, measured and documented. These characteristics 

are due to the manufacturing process. In addition, individualizing characteristics can sometimes be observed, which could help establish a positive 

link between the crime scene bag(s) and the exemplar bags.

In this half-day workshop, background information regarding plastic garbage bags will be presented and the manufacturing process will be 

discussed. In addition, case studies will be presented. The attendees will be asked to bring a box of large trash bags to theworkshop. Hands-on 

exercises will be conducted to assess various class and individualizing characteristics and comparisons between bags will be conducted.



An Overview of Natural Fibers, Amy Michaud and Leanora Brun-Conti, ATF

This workshopwill introduceexaminersto vegetableandanimal fibers usedin textiles. Also coveredwill be microscopicalandmicrochemical

techniquesto distinguishthedifferentnaturalfibers. If studentscanbring microscopes,hands-on examinationof knownfiberswill beconducted.

Otherwise,studentswill view knownfibersthroughtheuseof eitherPowerPointsor throughtheuseof a microscopewith projectioncapabilities.

Hair Examination for DNA Analysts, Max Houck, WestVirginia University

Hair is a valuableform of traceevidencebut is often ignoredor, worse,misunderstood. Hair is an ñoldschoolòtype of biological evidence,

combiningaspectsof histology,mammology,comparativeanatomy,and anthropology. Although it is a type of biological evidence,most DNA

analystsðbeinglargelymolecularbiologistsðreceivelittle to no formal trainingon hair biology,morphology,or examination. This workshopis an

introduction to hair examination,surveying the growth, morphology, and examinationof human and animal hairs and a quick review of

microscopy. This workshopis supportedthroughanNIJ award(2003-RC-CX-K001) to WVU's ForensicScienceInitiative.

DNA Identifications for Missing Personsand Disasters, Michael Hennessey& Howard Cash,GeneCodes

ñMissing persons investigations and disasters present DNA analysts with issues not routinely encountered in casework. Post mortem remains are 

usually disarticulated, commingled, and badly degraded. Multiple samples are often taken from such remains and each sample may undergo 

multiple testing attempts with different technologies (STRs, Y-STRs, Mito). Tracking and reconciling the results of these different tests is a 

significant management challenge. And in many instances only partial DNA profiles will result. Meanwhile, reference samples will include family 

samples, making kinship analysis a central part of the identification effort. This hands-on workshop using data from a mock disaster will introduce 

these issues and provide a framework for making identifications under such conditions.  Specific issues covered will include kinship analysis, 

statistics, open vs. closed populations, QA, commingled remains, the impact of non-DNA information (anthropology, dental, etc.) and the 

importance of meta data (sample collection and tracking, chain of custody, etc.).ò

ISO Without Tears and  Measurement UncertaintyBill Tilstone, Forensic Quality Services

This combined workshop is designed to provide an overview of the ISO standards and accreditation process.  There will be a review of general and technical 

requirements, as well as a discussion for agency preparations.  The second session is designed to aid current and prospectiveaccredited labs with interpreting ISO 

17025.  It will also cover, what to measure, how to measure it and how to report it.
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Fluoroscein Technique for Developing Latenet Bloodstains, Pamela McInnis, Pasadena PD & David Rossi, Harris County SD

This two day course is designed to introduce a different chemical technique for detecting, enhancing, and documenting latent bloodstains.  

Fluorescein offers a crime scene investigator a safe and easy way to locate and document otherwise invisible bloodstain evidence. Students will 

become acquainted with two different Fluorescein procedures using lecture and hands on demonstrations.

Attendees are asked to bring, if available, an Alternate Light Source, orange/yellow goggles, video/35mm cameras, tripod and barrier filters 

(515nm, 530nm, 550nm).  Crime scene attire preferred.  This course is geared for all experience levels.  

Hands-On Hyperspectral Imaging: Methods andApplications RebeccaSchuler, ChemImage

This workshopwill introducethetheoryandmethodsof hyperspectralimagingtechnology,discussthevariousapplicationsof this technologyand

provide an opportunityfor hands-on learningenvironment. Applications include questioneddocumentexamination,finger print imaging on

complexbackgrounds,bloodstainimagingondarkfabrics,andtraceevidenceexamination.

Charred DocumentCollection,Analysis,and Preservation GabeWatts and Gregg Mokrzycki, FBI

This workshop is designed for evidence response teams and document examiners who are interested in a practical, efficient, and organized 

method of collecting, analyzing, and preserving charred documents. Participants will receive instruction on forensic photgraphic techniques, 

stabilization methods, and experience handling and manipulating charred documents using commonly available tools and materials. The 

workshop fee includes a charred document collection and analysis field kit and a charred document resource notebook. 

Valuable Signature Analysis Peter J. Belcastro JR., FBI

This "Valuable Signature Analysis" workshop will be an abbreviated version of the MAAFS day long fall workshop which was heldin

Cooperstown, N.Y. on December 4, 2008. This workshop will address the authenticity and detection aspects of valuable signatures to include 

presidential, athlete, movie star, and musician autographs. We will also discuss investigative and examination techniques, research tools, and 

industry contacts that may assist in these types of cases. Information from industry representatives will be presented and include their experiences 

and insight into the topic. This presentation will also include a "behind the scenes" look at various paper and photograph conservation techniques 

and tools utilized by the Baseball HOF to preserve their treasures.

TheInstrumentalAnalysisofLowExplosivesEdwardBender,ATF& MelindaMcPherson,MetroPD

Theworkshopwill bea comprehensiveseriesof lecturesontheinstrumentalanalysisof lowexplosives.Theemphasiswill beplacedoncommonlyavailable

techniquessuchasFTIR,GC/MSandXRF. Additionally,theperformanceofimprovisedlowexplosivedevices,theevidentiaryvalueoftheircomponents,and

thecollectionandprocessingofevidencefromthesedeviceswill bediscussed.
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Update and Current Trends in DNA-Biology: methods, techniques, and technologies for source attribution- Liz Graffy & KarlReich,. IFI Technologies

The class is designed for DNA analysts who need to understand the principles and methods of body fluid identification as currently available to crime 

laboratories.Theory and practice of all commercially available tests for the forensic identification of blood, saliva, semen and sperm will be 

discussed.Interactive, hands-on presentation of lateral flow immunochromatographic strip tests, and fluorescent staining for the identification of sperm 

from sexual assault evidence, will be included.The proper use and understanding of the modern microscope for DNA analysts willbe detailed, 

including optical staining methods, fluorescence, image capture analysis, and calibration and alignment.

Integration of modern methods of body fluid identification into the work flow of DNA crime laboratories will be discussed, aswell as the impact of 

confirmatory tests on report writing guidelines, laboratory accreditation, and courtroom testimony will be presented.Additional topics include future 

trends in forensic Biology, including automation, single cell capture, mRNA analysis, and microfluidics. 

Forensic Anthropology and Forensic Entomology Workshop- Jason Byrd, UFL & Erin Kimmerle,USF 

This combined workshop will focus on the basics of forensic anthropology and forensic entomology.  During the session on forensic anthropology, the 

participant will learn the basic techniques for creating the biological profile from skeletal remains and will receive instruction on common terminology 

used in human osteology and will become familiar with the anatomical structure of the major elements of the human skeleton.  Thesession on forensic 

entomology will focus on the scope and applications forensic entomology in criminal and civil litigation.  The participant will learn the proper collection 

techniques for entomological evidence and will receive basic instruction on scene documentation techniques.  Instruction willbeprovided for proper 

report contented and common terminology utilized with the field of forensic entomology.  Participants will become familiar with the life stages of 

forensic insects, and will learn to recognize those insects that may be of forensic importance.

End-use Classification of Glass Eevidence by Refractive Index and Micro X-ray Fluoroscence Spectroscopy- Ted Berman & Scott Ryland, FDLE 

Orlando

Presentation and hands on demonstration of how RI and uXRF can help in classifying the end use of small glass fragments. Often times in crimes 

involving broken glass it is important to rule out an òalibi sourceó. This workshop will address techniques including a demonstration of the latest uXRF 

from EDAX Inc. that can be used to help determine end use of small glass fragments and potentially eliminate these alibi sourcesas being the origin of 

recovered glass.




